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The  Royal  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital. 


The  Original  Building,  Established  1857,  in 
Brunswick  Place  (now  called  Rawson  Road). 


mm 


THE 


ROYAL  EYE  &-  EAR 
HOSPITAL 


1857  - 1907 


HALLFIELD  ROAD 

BRADFORD 


SIR  JACOB  BEHRENS 


The  Royal  Eye  &■  Ear  Hospital, 

BRADFORD. 


1857-1907. 


The  On  June  ioth,  1857,  a meeting  under  the 

beginning,  presidency  of  the  then  Mayor  (H.  Brown,  Esq.) 
1 857.  was  held  at  25,  Brunswick  Place  to  inaugurate  the 

Institution  now  known  as  “ The  Royal  Eye  and 
Ear  Hospital.”  Dr.  Edward  Bronner  had  some 
months  previously  taken  the  house  for  the  treat- 
ment of  poor  patients  suffering  from  diseases  of 
the  eye  and  ear.  The  number  of  patients  had  in- 
creased so  rapidly  that  Dr.  Bronner  felt  that 
the  hospital  should  become  a public  institution, 
similar  to  those  existing  in  other  towns.  A 
committee  was  formed  consisting  of  Messrs.  W. 
Addison,  E.  Barthelmes,  Jacob  Behrens,  James 
Drummond,  A.  Harris,  junr.,  Robert  Kell,  John 
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ENTRANCE  HALL. 


New 

Hospital 

opened 

1865, 

containing 
18  beds. 


Dr.  Bell 

appointed 

Surgeon. 


Priestman,  John  L.  Siltzer,  and  J.  Wolffsohn. 
Dr.  Bronner  was  appointed  medical  officer,  and 
Dr.  Bell  junior  medical  officer.  Donations 
amounting  to  £183  and  subscriptions  to  100 
guineas  were  at  once  promised. 

The  first  annual  meeting  was  held  in  J anuary, 
1858.  During  the  previous  six  months  510  patients 
were  admitted,  and  66  operations  performed. 
The  number  of  patients  increased  rapidly,  and 
during  1859  n0  less  than  1043  new  patients 
were  treated  and  203  operations  performed, 
100  of  these  being  for  squint. 

In  1863  the  old  building  was  found  to  be  too 
small,  and  it  was  decided  to  build  a new  and 
modern  hospital.  The  present  site  in  Halffield 
Road  was  purchased.  The  foundation  stone 
was  laid  in  1864,  by  Titus  Salt,  Esq.,  and  the 
new  building,  containing  18  beds,  was  opened 
in  1865  by  Charles  Semon,  Esq.,  the  total  cost 
being  £5500. 

Dr.  Bell  was  appointed  surgeon  in  1864, 
and  Drs.  Tacey  and  Marsdin  assistant  surgeons. 
At  this  period  the  number  of  patients  from 
the  outlying  districts  increased  rapidly,  and 
the  committee  were  disappointed  at  the 
small  returns  in  subscriptions,  which  did  not 
cover  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  treatment 
of  the  patients. 
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CORNER  OF  THE  OPHTHALMOSCOPIC  ROOM. 


1867. 


1878 

Extension 


1884. 
Hospital 
enlarged. 
46  Beds 


1886. 
Death 
of  Dr. 
Edward 
Bronner 


Two  years  later,  in  1867,  the  hospital  having 
been  utilized  to  its  full,  and  its  efficiency  much 
appreciated,  it  was  found  that  before  long 
some  addition  would  have  to  be  made  to  meet 
the  increasing  number  of  patients,— 1300  new 
out-patients  and  125  in-patients  having  been 
admitted,  and  21 1 operations  performed  during 
the  year  The  expenditure  was  £894. 

The  Library,  Nurses’  Sitting-room  and 
Kitchens  were  made  more  adequate  to  the  needs 
of  the  hospital. 


The  Committee  decided  to  enlarge  the 
hospital  so  as  to  meet  the  increasing  demands 
upon  its  accommodation.  Two  new  wards 
were  added,  the  dining  and  waiting-rooms 
altered,  and  a new  day-room  built.  The 
hospital  now  contained  46  beds,  an  increase  of  28. 

In  1886  the  hospital  sustained  a great  loss 
by  the  death  of  Dr.  Edward  Bronner.  He 
was  the  founder  of  the  hospital  and  had  been 
honorary  surgeon  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
The  Annual  Report  for  1886  says,  “ Through- 
out all  these  years,  until  his  death,  Dr.  Bronner’s 
untiring  service  was  rendered  in  all  ways 
suggested  by  his  kindly  sympathies  and  energetic 
nature.  He  has  left  a memory  sacredly  en- 
shrined in  the  hearts  of  many  who  loved  him, 
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PATHOLOGICAL  ROOM. 


£2370 

subscribed 
by  Dr. 
Bronner's 
friends. 


and  it  can  be  truly  said  that  no  nobler  life  is 
known  to  those  who  sorrow  for  him.”  A sum 
of  £2370  was  raised  by  Dr.  Bronner’s  friends 
to  honour  his  memory.  £2124  of  this  was  used 
to  pay  off  the  building  debt,  and  the  balance 
placed  to  a special  memorial  account. 


1886. 

Dr.  Adolph 
Bronner 
elected 
surgeon 


Dr.  Adolph  Bronner  was  elected  surgeon. 

The  statistics  show  a steady  increase  in  the 
usefulness  of  the  hospital,  2873  new  patients 
were  treated,  and  401  major  operations  per- 
formed. 


1887. 

Circulars 

sent  to 

Registrars 

on  the 

prevention 

of 

ophthalmia 

neona^ 

torum. 


In  1887,  Dr.  Bell  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  large  number  of  cases  of 
blindness  caused  by  infantile  purulent  oph- 
thalmia. 


Cards  containing  the  following  instructions 
were  printed,  and  10,000  distributed  to  the 
local  registrars,  who  kindly  gave  one  to  every 
person  who  registered  a birth. 


Instructions  regarding  New-born  Infants. 

If  the  child’s  eyelids  become  red  and  swollen, 
or  begin  to  run  with  matter  within  a few  days 
after  birth,  it  is  to  be  taken  immediately  to  a 
doctor.  The  disease  is  very  dangerous,  and 
if  not  at  once  treated,  may  destroy  the  sight  of 
both  eyes. 
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CONSULTING  ROOM. 


Registrar- 
General 
unable  to 
co-operate. 


1889. 
Death  of 
Sir  Jacob 
Behrens. 


1897. 

Dr.  Bell 
resigned. 
Dr.  Kerr 
appointed 
Surgeon. 


The  Chairman,  Sir  Jacob  Behrens,  wrote  to 
the  Registrar-General  and  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  suggested  that 
similar  cards  should  be  given  to  the  registrars 
throughout  the  kingdom.  They,  in  reply, 
however,  regretted  that  it  was  not  in  their 
power  to  carry  out  the  suggestion. 


In  1889  the  hospital  lost  one  of  its  oldest 
and  best  friends  by  the  death  of  Sir  Jacob 
Behrens.  He  had  always  taken  a very  great 
interest  in  the  institution,  in  fact  it  was  chiefly 
due  to  his  untiring  energy  and  influence  that  the 
hospital  was  founded  and  attained  such  a 
prominent  position.  For  many  years  he  was 
Chairman  and  Treasurer.  A short  time  before 
his  death  he  wrote  to  a friend,  “ There  is  no 
part  of  my  past  life  upon  which  I can  look 
back  with  greater  satisfaction  than  my  con- 
nection with  the  Eye  and  Ear  Hospital.”  A 
memorial  tablet  and  portrait  of  Sir  Jacob  were 
placed  in  the  vestibule. 


In  1897  Dr.  Bell  resigned  his  position  as 
surgeon.  He  had  been  connected  with  the 
Hospital  for  forty  years,  and  during  that  time 
had  rendered  invaluable  service  to  the  Hospital, 
in  which  he  was  so  deeply  interested.  He  was 
elected  honorary  Consulting  Surgeon,  and  as 
a special  mark  of  appreciation  the  Committee 
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OPERATING  THEATRE. 


1897. 

5861  new 
patients, 
799  major 
operations. 


Hospital 

opened 

daily. 


1898. 
Hospital 
enlarged. 
New 
operating 
theatre, 
pathologi- 
cal room, 
bed-rooms, 
etc. 


1902. 
Resigna^ 
tion  of 
Dr.  Kerr. 
Dr.  Little 
appointed 
Surgeon. 


placed  .two  beds  at  his  disposal,  for  patients  he 
might  wish  to  have  under  his  more  immediate 
supervision.  Dr.  James  Kerr  was  elected 
Surgeon. 

During  the  last  few  years  the  number  of 
patients  had  been  increasing  very  rapidly,  and 
in  1897  no  less  than  5861  new  patients  were 
admitted,  and  799  major  operations  were 
performed. 

In  1899  alterations  were  made  in  the  working 
of  the  Hospital.  Up  to  that  time  it  had  only 
been  open  three  days  a week.  It  was  decided 
to  admit  patients  daily. 

In  1898  the  following  important  alterations 
were  made.  The  operating  theatre  was  enlarged 
and  furnished  with  modern  and  improved  appli- 
ances. A sitting-room  and  three  additional 
bed-rooms  for  the  nurses  were  added. 

A pathological  department  was  specially 
fitted  up  for  general  study. 

In  1902  Dr.  Kerr,  who  had  been  surgeon  to 
the  Hospital  for  five  years,  was  appointed 
Medical  Officer  to  the  London  School  Board. 
Dr.  Little  was  appointed  his  successor  as 
surgeon. 
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THE  MATRON  AND  HER  STAFF. 


1904. 

Dr. 

Campbell 

elected 

Consulting 

Physician. 

Mrs.HoItZ' 

mann’s 

£1000 

donation. 

J906. 

Abolition 

of 

payments 
by  out' 
patients. 


Death  of 
Dr.  Bell. 


In  1904  Dr.  H.  Johnstone  Campbell, 
F.R.C.P.  physician  to  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
was  elected  Consulting  Physician  to  the  Hospital. 
He  had  during  the  last  few  years  rendered  valu- 
able service  to  the  Hospital  in  consultation 
with  the  surgeons. 


During  this  year  Mrs.  Holtzmann  kindly 
presented  £1000  to  the  Hospital  in  memory 
of  her  late  husband. 

In  1906  the  attention  of  the  Committee  was 
drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  hitherto  prevalent 
custom  of  asking  those  out-patients  who  could 
afford  to  pay  one  shilling  for  the  first,  and 
sixpence  for  each  subsequent  visit,  was  not  in 
accord  with  the  best  interests  of  the  hospital, 
and  had  been  discontinued  by  all  the  leading 
Hospitals.  After  careful  consideration  it  was 
resolved  to  abolish  all  such  payments  from  that 
date.  In  order  to  give  opportunities  to  patients 
wishing  to  contribute,  boxes  were  placed  in  the 
waiting-rooms  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  small 
contributions  towards  the  general  expenses. 


In  September,  1906,  Dr.  Bell  passed  away 
very  suddenly.  He  had  been  connected  with 
the  Hospital  from  its  foundation  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  had  always  taken  keen 
personal  interest  in  the  working  of  the  Hospital. 


I5 


i6 


7270  new 
patients, 
1084  major 
operations, 
160 

cataract 

operations. 


Hospital 
too  small. 


Formation 
of  Ladies' 
Committee 


Mrs.Alfred 

Illing- 

worth's 

donation. 


The  number  of  patients  who  attended  during 
1906  was  very  large.  7270  new  patients  were 
admitted  and  1084  major  operations  were 
performed,  including  160  for  senile  cataract.  The 
number  of  attendances  was  24,549.  No  less 
than  1605  patients  had  been  sent  by  medical 
men  of  the  city  and  neighbourhood. 


The  Committee  again  find  that  the  Hospital 
is  inadequate  for  the  demand  made  upon  it. 
Some  addition  is  much  needed,  and  they  hope 
that  in  the  immediate  future  an  opportunity 
may  be  found  for  such  alterations  as  will  meet 
the  present  needs. 


The  Rules  of  the  Hospital  have  been  altered 
and  a Ladies’  Committee  has  been  formed.  The 
Committee  warmly  thank  the  Lady  Mayoress, 
Mrs.  Godwin,  for  her  great  kindness  in  assisting 
to  form  the  Ladies’  Committee,  and  to  formulate 
bye-laws  for  the  same. 


Mrs.  Alfred  Illingworth  has  kindly  given  a 
donation  of  £500  in  memory  of  the  late  Sir 
Isaac  Holden,  Bart. 
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THE  DINING  ROOM. 


Title 
" Royal  ” 
conferred. 


In  June,  1907,  His  Majesty  the  King  most 
graciously  honoured  the  hospital  by  commanding 
that  in  future  it  be  called  “ The  Royal  Eye  and 
Ear  Hospital,  Bradford.” 

Since  the  foundation  of  the  Hospital  no  less 
than  149,000  new  patients  have  been  admitted, 
17,057  in-patients  treated,  20,791  major  opera- 
tions performed,  and  666,200  attendances 
registered. 

It  is  now  one  of  the  largest  and  best-equipped 
Eye  and  Ear  Hospitals  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
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THE  NURSERY. 


Table  showing  the  Progress  of  the  Hospital. 


New  Patients. 

Year. 

Eye. 

Ear. 

In-Patients. 

Attendances. 

Operations. 

Income. 

1857 

357 

153 

500 

66 

£20  5 

1862 

636 

139 

59 

7,085 

121 

200 

1867 

1065 

237 

244 

11,693 

163 

780 

1872 

982 

221 

240 

IIT37 

156 

834 

1877 

1217 

224 

265 

11,176 

239 

1280 

1882 

1365 

28l 

355 

13,914 

244 

r4°7 

1887 

2438 

435 

381 

14,601 

401 

2154 

1888 

2748 

434 

543 

14,903 

501 

2004 

1889 

3270 

485 

496 

15,886 

485 

2112 

1890 

3462 

490 

424 

14,740 

432 

2197 

i 1891 

3589 

524 

5i7 

14,680 

489 

2179 

' 1892 

3868 

55i 

47i 

14,884 

417 

2151 

1893 

3983 

556 

542 

15,370 

443 

2200 

1894 

4438 

7i5 

651 

18,805 

690 

2324 

1895 

4777 

740 

7i5 

18,130 

750 

2435 

1896 

4966 

737 

745 

17,838 

749 

2509 

1897 

5064 

797 

815 

I7T38 

799 

2268 

1898 

5224 

809 

740 

16,600 

748 

2286 

1899 

5219 

907 

992 

14,212 

970 

2454 

1900 

5068 

1012 

878 

18,303 

883 

2601 

1901 

5026 

io74 

916 

17,679 

920 

2742 

1902 

5172 

1084 

970 

19.831 

954 

2776 

1903 

5309 

1188 

1065 

21,785 

1125 

2694 

1904 

5283 

1260 

975 

21,941 

IOII 

2787 

1905 

5517 

1269 

io34 

22,624 

1030 

2675 

1906 

5903 

1367 

1091 

24047 

1084 

2576 

The  number  of  New  Patients  attended  to  in  the  Hospital  since  the 
foundation  is  : — 

124,048  cases  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye. 

24,800  ,,  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 

17,057  In-Patients  Admitted. 

Total  number  of  Attendances,  666,187. 

Total  number  of  major  operations  performed,  20,791. 
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Committee  of  Management  and  Officers. 

Iprestbent: 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  LORD  MAYOR  OF  BRADFORD. 

Uiee=lpresit>ent0 : 

REV.  THE  LORD  BISHOP  OF  RIPON. 

MRS.  HOLTZMANN,  ISAAC  SMITH, 

J.  MOSER,  T.  W.  WALLER. 

JOHN  SHELDON, 

trustees : 

VICTOR  EDELSTEIN,  , E.  P.  DUGGAN, 

ALFRED  PRIESTMAN,  I ISAAC  SMITH, 

DAVID  WADE. 


THE  RIGHT 
JOSEPH  CRAVEN, 

J.  E.  FAWCETT, 

JAMES  HILL, 


Committee : 

E.  P.  DUGGAN.  Chairman. 


GEORGE  H.  AVERDIECK, 
FREDERICK  BEHRENS, 
ALBERT  BELDON, 

EDWARD  CASH, 

JAMES  CLARK, 

Bradford  Hosp.  Fund  (Incorp.) 

VICTOR  EDELSTEIN, 
ALEXANDER  GEMMELL, 


WILLIAM  MAUDE, 

REV.  R.  B.  McKEE, 

G.  H.  RHODES, 

Bradford  Hosp.  Fund  (Incorp.) 

G.  B.  STEPHENSON, 

W.  H.  TATE, 

C.  J.  VINT, 

DAVID  WADE. 


Consulting  physician : 

H.  JOHNSTONE  CAMPBELL,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P. 

Surgeons : 

ADOLPH  BRONNER,  M.D.  j ANDREW  LITTLE,  M.B. 

Hssistant  Surgeons : 

GEO.  II.  OLIVER,  M.R.C.S.  I J.  HAROLD  MASON,  M.B. 

HENRY  L.  SPARK,  M.D.  I WILLIAM  WRANGHAM,  M.D. 

Dental  Surgeon : 

J.  W.  DALTON,  L.D.S. 


Secretary  an&  Collector:  C.  V.  WOODCOCK,  19,  Market  Street. 

/Ifeatron : MISS  C.  L.  JENKINS. 
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Ladies'  Committee 


'XXKV 

president : 

THE  LADY  MAYORESS  (MRS.  J.  A.  GODWIN). 


Dtce=lpresiOent : 

MRS.  W.  A.  WHITEHEAD. 


Mrs  H.  R.  ARMITAGE, 
Miss  BEAUMONT, 

Mrs.  BEETHAM, 

Miss  ALICE  BENN, 

Miss  J.  CAMPBELL, 

Mrs.  RUDOLF  DELIUS, 
Miss  AMY  DOUGLAS, 
Mrs.  GARFIELD, 

Miss  V.  GODWIN, 

Mrs.  ARTHUR  HILL, 
Mrs.  ALBERT  HILL, 
Mrs.  W.  H.  HUTTON, 
Mrs.  H.  LONGBOTTOM, 


Committee  : 

Miss  ELIZABETH  MITCHELL, 

Mrs.  FRANK  NAYLOR, 

Mrs.  J.  J.  ODDY, 

Mrs.  H.  D.  SICHEL, 

Mrs.  HENRY  SUTCLIFFE  SMITH, 
Mrs.  ISAAC  SMITH  (junr.) 

Miss  L.  SMITH, 

Miss  STEELE, 

Mrs.  WM.  WADE, 

Mrs.  FRANK  WATSON, 

Miss  L.  WHITE, 

Miss  ALICE  WECHMAR. 
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